
Custom habitat pads 
Information packet for sewing volunteers

Thank you for volunteering!



Carriers (or baskets)
Wildlife Intake Center (WIC) Habitat Pads

Medium sized pads fit 
WIC blue carriers and 
grey baskets 

Dimensions
Note: Corners are rounded 

Fabric requirements and other tips

• Fabric cut dimensions:                    
24 ¼“ L X 16 ½“ W 
(but with rounded corners as 
shown below carrier picture)

• Note: this size typically allows for 
thick padding and sufficient 
structural seams, including:
1. About an inch in from the edge, sew 

a seam completely around pad
2. Sew one or more seams across the 

pad to keep padding in place

• Approx. finished pad dimensions: 
21 ¼“ L X 13 ¼“ W but with 
rounded corners

• Fabric requirements:
− Difficult to snag (most WIC patients have claws 

that snag easily)
− Easy to wash and dry
− Heavy enough to not slide around too much

• Outside pad material options:
− Sturdy pillow cases or heavy sheet material
− Heavy fleece fabric, cozy lap throws (if not 

prone to snags, etc.)
− Other tight-weave sturdy fabric you might 

have laying around 

 No terry cloth or towels please.
• Inside padding options

− Blankets with no large holes or tears
− Quilt batting or other similar fill (likely to need 

2 or more layers if not a substantial weight)  

This information if from a very novice sewing volunteer.  
Depending on the fabric weight used for the outside 
and the padding thickness, the finished pad size can 
vary a little from pad to pad.   Goal is to cover the 
bottom of the carrier and/or basket wall-to-wall or 
close to it.  



General pad making steps and notes
Steps Notes from a complete novice  (You are likely to know more than I do about sewing )

1.  Layout and cut material to size.
A. I found that making a thin cardboard pattern of the pad I’m making was the easiest thing to do. Then I just trace 

around the cardboard and cut out the layers.
B. However any method you prefer to measure, mark and cut will be fine.

2. Assemble and pin.

A. Put the outside layers face to face so they will be on the outside when you turn the pad inside out.
B. Lay the padding on top and pin the layers together.  Note: due to thick layers, using long pins makes it easier!
C. I found using more pins is particularly helpful for fleece or any fabric that stretches a lot to keep it in shape while 

you sew.

3. Sew around the edge of the 3 sides of the pad 
and a little of the 4th side of the pad.

A. I’ve been using all-purpose poly thread and a size 14 needle for most pads.  If I have particularly heavy material, I 
might use a heavier thread and needle.

B. The standard seam allowance is ½ inch but mine are never that precise. (Note: wildlife doesn’t care if your seams 
are crooked or if the thread matches )  

C. For the 4th side, sew about 2 inches in from each corner leaving most of the 4th side open so it’s easy to turn out.

4. Before you turn the pad inside out, cut excess 
material off the corners almost to the seam.  
Also, snip off any hanging threads.

A. This is an important step in the process. For pads with rounded corners, cut little notches around the corner so it 
lays smoothly when turned out. (see image on Carrier pad instructions)

B. Also trim off any excess padding or material that will make the edge too bulky anywhere along the seams.

5.  After the pad is turned out, tuck in the 4th side 
and prepare to sew.

A. Usually it works well to tuck/fold in the last un-sewn part and sew across the full 4th side edge to secure it.
B. Sometimes I have ended up hand-sewing the 4th side closed when the edge is too thick for my machine but that is 

the exception.

6.  Sew a structural seam around the inside edge of 
the pad about an inch or so in

A. I usually sew about an inch in from the outer edge but the thickness of the pad can sometimes cause you to sew 
the seam in a little further, which is perfectly fine.

B. This step helps keep the pad’s shape through repeated laundering and improves the pad’s overall structure.

7.  Sew additional structural seams across the pad.  
A. For this size pad, I usually add at least two additional seams across the body of the pad to keep padding from 

bunching up.
B. If the pad is too floppy, add additional seams to ensure sufficient structure for the habitat pad.

8.  Do a final review and snip off any remaining 
hanging threads.

Ta da!  A perfect pad for wildlife patients! 


