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In May, an extraordinary event unfolded, marking only the second 

instance in our 32-year history—a rarely seen species came into our care. 

A compassionate individual in Northern California made a remarkable 

discovery: a Ringtail had given birth in her basement. Utilizing cameras, 

she diligently observed the nest and contacted us when the mother had 

been absent for 48 hours. Thus, we welcomed two precious Ringtail 

babies, their eyes tightly closed, into our care.

The challenge of raising infant wildlife to maintain their wild instincts 

contradicts our natural inclination to nurture. However, it is imperative that 

our patients avoid becoming accustomed to human interaction. To foster 

their independence, we implemented a strategic approach. A depiction 

of an adult Ringtail adorned their enclosure, and we refrained from verbal 

communication or physical affection. In lieu of direct human contact, 

a stuffed animal equipped with a battery-powered heartbeat provided 

comfort. We carefully shielded them from the sight and sounds of humans.

The meticulous measures taken yielded remarkable 

results, as these two youngsters grew up exhibiting 

a strong, wild demeanor and appropriate wariness 

of humans. Their successful transition culminated 

in their release into an area known for harboring a 

population of Ringtails. This unique and challenging 

endeavor underscored our commitment to 

preserving the innate wildness of the creatures 

entrusted to our care.

RINGTAILS

YOUR CONTRIBUTION IN 2023 
MADE A DIFFERENCE!

Thanks to your generous support, Gold Country Wildlife Rescue assisted 
over 3,945 injured, orphaned, or sick wildlife last year. Your compassion 
has left an enduring impact, and we are truly grateful for your generosity.

The 2023 Impact Report showcases the tangible results of your 
contribution, illustrating the number of animals you've helped and 
the communities reached. Your support has not only aided individual 
creatures like songbirds, foxes, bobcats, raptors, opossums, and bears but 
has also had a ripple effect, positively influencing numerous communities.

On behalf of the diverse wildlife we care for, I want to express our 
heartfelt gratitude for your significant impact. The 2023 Impact 
Report highlights your support’s real-life outcomes with inspiring and 
heartwarming stories.

Please take a moment to peruse the report and consider keeping it as a 
daily reminder of the incredible difference your gifts have made for injured, 
orphaned, and sick wildlife. Your ongoing commitment continues to fuel 
our ability to rescue, rehabilitate, and release wildlife 365 days a year.

Once again, thank you for making all of this possible. Your dedication to 
the well-being of our wildlife community is truly appreciated!

With gratitude,

Sallysue Stein 
Founder and Executive Director

Tax ID# 68-0259665
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