
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME


MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

FOR


THE PURPOSE OF WILDLIFE REHABILITATION

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is made and entered into this 31st day of June, 2007, by and between the California Department of Fish and Game and 





Gold Country  Wildlife  Rescue
 (hereinafter referred to as the Permittee) and expires on June 30, 2010.

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the Permittee has expressed interest in, and proven the ability to rehabilitate native sick, injured, or orphaned game birds, protected nongame birds, resident small game mammals, furbearing, and nongame mammals, reptiles, and amphibians; and,

WHEREAS, the Department is highly desirous that rehabilitation work be done on the previously mentioned species; and,

WHEREAS, the Department frequently takes possession of the previously listed birds, reptiles, amphibians, and mammals and lacks facilities for their care; and,

WHEREAS, the parties hereto desire to coordinate a program of rehabilitation of these animals by means of this Memorandum,

NOW, THEREFORE, it is mutually agreed and understood as follows:

Unless otherwise stipulated in this Memorandum, the Permittee may possess and provide care for sick, injured, or orphaned game birds, protected nongame birds, resident small game mammals, nongame mammals, furbearing mammals, reptiles and amphibians (no mountain lions, elk, adult deer, wild pigs, antelope, big horn sheep or bear “big game mammals” can be rehabilitated under this permit)pursuant to Section 679 Title 14 California Code of Regulations (CCR); the Third Edition 2000 National Wildlife Rehabilitation Association/International Wildlife Rehabilitation Council Minimum Standards for Wildlife Rehabilitation; and the conditions listed below.  Wildlife caging shall comply with the 2000 Wildlife Rehabilitation and Care Standards.  Copies of sections 679 and 671, Title 14, CCR and lists of fully protected, threatened and endangered wildlife species are attached and become part of this Memorandum.

POSSESSION AND NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

1. This Memorandum does not authorize the Permittee or any representatives of the Permittee to possess or capture  for rehabilitation purposes any healthy wildlife from the wilds of this State.  This includes animals that are deemed nuisance wildlife that are trapped by pest control agencies or operators. Orphans of "nuisance" mammals may be rehabilitated and released in accordance with the provisions of this Memorandum, but not the nuisance “parent” mammal.
2. Native or non-native wild animals, prohibited by Section 671, Title 14, CCR, MAY NOT be possessed by the Permittee unless otherwise provided for in this Memorandum (see conditions 4, 7, and Appendix A). 
3. The Department shall be notified immediately, or on the next working day, when the Permittee receives any endangered, threatened, fully protected, big game mammal (excluding mule deer), mountain lion, or prohibited species listed in Section 671, Title 14, CCR.  Permittees shall also immediately notify the Department before initiating rescue efforts for any bear or mountain lion.  Notification is not required when the Permittee receives any native or non-native prohibited species listed in Appendix "A" of this Memorandum.  Reporting shall be to the Wildlife Investigations Lab (WIL) , telephone (916) 358-1462, the nearest regional office or to the Rehabilitation Coordinator at (530)357-3986, between 8:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. Monday through Friday. If reporting is on the weekend leave messages so that contact can be made the next business day or contact enforcement.        

4. All wildlife, carcasses, or parts of wildlife possessed under the provisions of this Memorandum shall remain the property of the people of the State of California through the Department; the Permittee is granted only temporary custody of such wildlife and must exhibit/surrender such wildlife or part upon demand by any  officer of the Department.
5. Any increase in mortality of housed wildlife suspected to be caused by an infectious, contagious disease shall be reported to the wildlife veterinarian DFG’s WIL in Rancho Cordova at (916) 358-1462 as soon as practical.  All diseased wildlife carcasses submitted to a veterinarian or diagnostic lab for necropsy shall be reported to WIL, and copies of lab results shall be forwarded to WIL once received by the rehabilitation facility. 

FAWNS

6. Fawn rehabilitators shall not rehab fawns from out of their assigned area (different deer herds) unless separate enclosures are used. Enclosures must be far enough apart that the exchange of saliva, urine, feces or airborne diseases  cannot occur.  Any questions regarding deer herd boundaries in your area can be referred to WIL (916) 358-1462.  In the unusual event that an out-of –state fawn is transported into this state, the fawn shall be isolated from native fawns and immediate transport shall be arranged to send the fawn back to the original state where it came from or humanely euthanized. Any deer fawn brought to a rehabilitation facility from out of the area (including out-of-state deer fawns) shall be reported to WIL within 24 hours, including its site of origin. 

7. Fawns shall not be rehabilitated at a facility that has permanent captive deer residing at the facility.

8. The Permittee shall not trade, transfer, or donate any wildlife or carcasses or parts of wildlife possessed under the privileges of this Memorandum without first receiving approval from the Department.  Wildlife temporarily possessed for rehabilitation, excluding mule deer, may be transferred to another facility possessing a current MOU  for treatment of injury, disease, or other conditions requiring temporary maintenance and care. (Eagle carcasses or parts shall be sent to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Eagle Repository; R.M.A- Building # 128, Commerce City, Colorado, 80022, attn: ‘Eagle Lab’.  Arrangements can be made by calling (303)287-2110.)

9. Wildlife carcasses may be disposed of by burial, incineration, used as food for other wildlife, or by other means as approved by the Department.  Disposal of wildlife carcasses shall be in accordance with local city or county codes.
                                        RELEASE OF WILDLIFE

10. Upon the recovery of a sick or injured wildlife specimen, or determination that an orphaned specimen is ready for release, the Permittee is authorized to release the animal in a suitable habitat immediate to the area where found.  Immediate area is defined as being within a three-mile radius of the site where the individual animal was found unless inappropriate due to urbanization or other imminent threat to wildlife.  If there is no suitable habitat in the immediate area where found or if that area is unknown, the Permittee may contact a Department biologist for location approval prior to release of the wildlife specimen.  Captive raised or bred reptiles and amphibians shall not be released to the wild.  Game and nongame birds may be released in any suitable habitat.  The release of any wildlife on private property requires permission of the landowner.  The release of wildlife on U. S. Forest Service, National, State, County, or City Park, or State reserve property requires the permission of the State or Federal agency whose responsibility it is to oversee that property.

11. Opossums, eastern gray squirrels, red fox squirrels and starlings, although not native to California, may be rehabilitated and released pursuant to the conditions listed in this Memorandum; however, these animals adversely compete with native California wildlife to their detriment and the Department recommends euthanasia rather than release.  Red foxes shall not be released back into the wild unless determined to be a native red fox.
12. The Permittee shall not display or exhibit any native orphaned, injured or diseased wild animal which is possessed for care or treatment under the authority of this Memorandum, nor shall the Permittee allow any other person to do so. 






NON-RELEASABLE

13. The permittee may transfer any wildlife, except fully protected, threatened or endangered animals, which cannot be released into the wild because of permanent injury ( or red foxes) to a bona fide public zoological garden, museum, college, universities, or other educational of scientific institution as determined by the department.  Records of such transfers will be maintained and be available for inspection.  If wildlife cannot be released or transferred, it shall be humanely euthanized.
EDUCATIONAL WILDLIFE HELD UNDER A WILDLIFE REHABILIATION PERMIT

14. The Permittee is not authorized to possess non-releaseable wildlife for educational, or surrogate unless the animal is approved by the Departments’ wildlife rehabilitation coordinator or a officer of the department.  Non-releasable birds require permission for the USFWS.
a. Only wildlife determined to be permanently injured and suitable for public exhibition will be considered for non-releasable status.  That determination shall be made by the Department and/ or the USFWS.  A veterinarian shall prepare a written document describing the permanent injury that qualifies the animal as non-releasable.  A copy of the veterinarian’s document shall be forwarded to the Department within 30 days of the veterinarian’s classification. Proof of minimum standard caging and  documentation on how the animal will be used for education must be provided ( a sample presentation shall be provided). 
b. In the unusual event that an animal is brought into a center imprinted, the Department shall be notified within 72 hours after the Permittee determines the animal is imprinted.  If an animal becomes imprinted during the rehabilitation process, the animal shall be either  transferred to another rehabilitation (other than the responsible rehabilitator) center to be used as a education animal, euthanized or transferred to a Department-approved wildlife exhibitor. 
c. Unless otherwise authorized by the Department, only nongame birds, furbearing mammals, nongame  resident small game mammals, reptiles or amphibans shall be used for education and specimen imprinting purposes.

d. All non-releasable wildlife shall be maintained in accordance with the caging and care provisions listed in sections 671.2 and 671.3, Title 14, CCR unless otherwise authorized by the Department.

e. Exhibitors, including wildlife rehabilitation organizations, wishing to use wildlife for educational purposes must be either licensed or registered as an exhibitor by the U. S. Department of Agriculture (a "licensed" exhibitor is one receiving compensation; a "registered" exhibitor does not).

f. Raptors may be transferred to a licensed California falconer for rehabilitation purposes.  Such raptors shall be maintained by the falconer and used in accordance with all California falconry laws and regulations.

g. Educators shall display animals while maintaining a reasonable distance between the audience and the animal (a minimum of four feet is recommended).  The educator shall maintain control of the animal at all times during exhibition.
h. Gloves shall be worn when displaying raptors or mammals.

i. The public shall neither be encouraged nor allowed to come into contact with live animals.

j. In a continuing effort to maintain dignity to wildlife, educators shall not use display techniques that promote a “pet” type of relationship between the handler and the animal (i.e., refer to the animals using endearing terms like “cute”, or allow animals to crawl or climb on the handler or in the clothing or pockets of the handler).

k. Any photographs of educational wildlife on brochures or websites, etc. cannot portray  the animals as “pet-like”; inside homes, playing with  toys, displayed with domestics, eating unnatural foods, etc.

ANNUAL REPORTS

15. The Permittee shall be responsible for providing the Department with an annual report that is due by January 30th of each year.  If Annual reports are not submitted by January 30th of each year, this MOU will automatically expire. The annual report shall contain the following information listed below: 

16. A complete list of all wildlife received by the Permittee during the reporting period.  The report shall include a statistical summary of all the "required information" as stated in the minimum standards for Wildlife Rehabilitators, Third Edition, 2000.

a. A complete inventory of all non-releasable wildlife (this condition is not  applicable to rehabilitation organizations possessing educational wildlife pursuant to the Exhibitor's MOU issued by the Department).  The inventory shall include

1. All deletions and additions to the previous year’s inventory of non-releasable wildlife.

2. A description of each animal’s impairment which makes it non-releasable.

3. The name of the veterinarian and the Department employee who classified the animal as non-releasable.

4. The date the animal was classified non-releasable.

b.   A current and accurate record shall be provided of all volunteers, including name, address, phone number, and the location of all satellite branches of the Permittee. These records shall  also be available for inspection at the location stated on this MOU.   For the purposes of this memorandum “Satellite Branches” are defined as any location where wildlife is held or rehabbed other than the location stated on the MOU. 



GENERAL CONDITIONS

17. The Permittee of a wildlife rehabilitation facility shall be responsible for any and all costs incurred in connection with treatment, confinement or transportation of wildlife.

18. The privileges in this agreement do not authorize the propagation of any wildlife.

19. The use of the Fish and Game logo on wildlife rehabilitation facility brochures, letters, websites, etc.  is  prohibited.

20. Every rehabilitation facility must have an evacuation plan in case of an emergency and have it on file with the Department’s wildlife rehabilitation coordinator.  The evacuation plan may include possible temporary relocation at another unaffected facility, location of  temporary enclosures, access to emergency medical supplies, access to emergency food and water for animals being held under the wildlife rehabilitation permit. 

21. It is the responsibility of the permitee to be aware of city and county ordinances relating to wildlife care and housing. If required by their city or county, facilities must obtain proper permits to conduct wildlife rehabilitation at their facility.  This MOU does not allow the permitee or any volunteers to violate any city or county ordinance.

22. Wildlife temporarily held for rehabilitation must be maintained separate from facilities housing domestic animals and shall not be displayed to the public.  For the purposes of this memorandum, a “facility” is considered a  location or satellite branch (volunteer's residence) where wildlife is possessed under the conditions of this Memorandum. 

23. In those situations where wildlife is maintained at the residence of a volunteer who also possesses domestic animals, wildlife enclosures shall be constructed to include visual barriers (minimum of 48 inches in height) that protect the wildlife from domestic animal exposure.  Wildlife shall also be furnished with species-specific hiding areas, within the enclosures, to enhance the wildlifes exclusion from domestic animals.  If wildlife is maintained indoors, within a volunteers personal residence, the wildlife shall be maintained in a separate room inaccessible to domestic animals.  Such wildlife shall have minimal direct human contact.  Every effort shall be made to prevent imprinting.

24. Individuals who are not an official volunteer/member of a Department-approved wildlife rehabilitation organization shall not be allowed to physically handle wildlife.  

25. It is recommended that all persons working under this Memorandum who handle any rabies vector species receive appropriate pre-exposure rabies vaccinations as recommended by the United States Department of Health and Human Services Center for Disease Control.
26. All paid staff members and volunteers who handle and provide care for wildlife, under the privileges of this Memorandum, shall receive Department-approved annual training as described in Section 679 of the California Code of Regulations, Title 14.  It shall be the responsibility of the Permittee to suspend or terminate the privileges of any staff members or volunteers who do not complete this training.  Records of annual training shall be made available for inspection at the location on this permit.
27. Individuals who work or volunteer for a Department-approved wildlife rehabilitation organization may have their wildlife rehabilitation privileges terminated by the Department upon a recommendation of their Board of Directors or as a result of a finding by the Department that the volunteer acted out of compliance with the terms and conditions of the MOU.  The Department may terminate an individual’s privilege to rehabilitate wildlife in conjunction with or without filing criminal charges against the individual for violating terms and conditions of this Memorandum.  If an individual’s privilege to rehabilitate wildlife is terminated, the termination applies to all Department-approved wildlife rehabilitation organizations.  In the event an individual's privilege to rehabilitate wildlife is terminated, the Department will notify all wildlife rehabilitation organizations of the individual’s name.
28. Every paid staff member or volunteer of a Department- approved wildlife rehabilitation organization who physically handles wildlife shall read this MOU and sign a document affirming they understand and will abide by the terms and conditions of the Memorandum.  Each Permittee shall maintain the affirmation documents where wildlife is possessed and make such documents available to the Department upon request
SATELLITES
             (Definition of satellite: a location other than the address listed on this MOU)
29. In the case of volunteers rehabilitating wildlife in their homes (a satellite), a copy of the signed MOU shall be maintained with each volunteer. 

30. In order to qualify as a satellite branch of the permitee and/or rehab center, the volunteer’s facility/home has to submit to an inspection under the same care and standards of the rehabilitation center. The inspection shall be completed by the facility/permitee or representative of the permitee, prior to approving the volunteer to take home animals from the facility unless otherwise authorized by the Department. If a satellite facility is found in violation by the Department the permitees MOU could be revoked.
31. Satellites must be within a reasonable distance to the organization they are affiliated. It is recommended that satellites stay within the same region or county of the organization they are volunteering for. Contact wildlife rehabilitation coordinator for permission to rehabilitate animals for an organization other than the local /nearest organization.
This Memorandum is valid until  June 30, 2010, unless revoked prior to that date.  The agreement may be revoked upon the request of the parties signed hereto or upon a finding by the Department that the Permittee, or any representative, has not complied with the terms and conditions of the agreement.  Upon cancellation of this agreement, all animals possessed under the privileges of this Memorandum shall be transferred or humanely euthanized  as directed by the Department.

The Permittee agrees to indemnify, defend and save harmless the State, its officers, agents, and employees from any and all claims and losses accruing or resulting to any person or property in connection with the performance of this Memorandum.

This Memorandum has been executed by and on behalf of the parties hereto as to the day and year first written.  The Permittee is responsible for notifying the Department in writing within ten days if a change in wildlife rehabilitation director or president occurs.  The notification shall include the name of the person who will be replacing the original signer of this agreement and becomes part of the original Memorandum.






Signature Page
By signing this signature page the permitee is agreeing to comply to all of the conditions in this MOU and with the provisions of Section 679, Title 14, of the California Code of Regulations.

Copy                                                                       Copy
_______________________________

    ______________________________

Nicole Carion

Date                              Permittee Signature       Date

Wildlife Rehabilitation Coordinator

    
Wildlife Programs Branch



    ______________________________
Department of Fish and Game


    Print Name
State of California

Appendix  A   
The following is a list of Native and Non-Native Prohibited Species that do not require Department notification to rehabilitate pursuant to Condition 3 of the Memorandum.

1. American Crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos)

2. Common Raven (Corvus corax)

3. Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura)

4. Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis)

5. Cooper(s Hawk (Accipiter Cooperii)

6. Sharp-Skinned Hawk (Accipiter striatus)

7. Red-Tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis)

8. Rough-legged Hawk (Buteo lagopus)

9. Ferruginous Hawk (Buteo regalis)

10. Merlin (Falco columberius)

11. American Kestrel (Falco sparverius)

12. Red-Shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus)

13. Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus)

14. Long-eared Owl (Asio otus)

15. Short-eared Owl (Asio flammeus)

16. Barn Owl (Tyto alba)

17. Flammulated Owl (Otus flammeolus)

18. Northern Saw Whet Owl (Aegolius acadius)

19. Northern Pygmy Owl (Glaucidium gnoma)

20. Western Screech Owl (Otus kennicottii)

21. Black-shouldered Kite (Elanus caeruleus)

22. Common Opossum (Didelphis virginiana)

23. Shrew Mole (Neurotrichus gibbsii)

24. Broad-footed Mole (Scanpanus latimanus)

25. Yuma Myotis (Myotis yumanensis)

26. Long-eared Myotis (Myotis evotis)

27. Fringed Myotis (Myotis thysanodes)

28. Long-legged Myotis (Myotis volans)

29. California Myotis (Myotis californicus)

30. Western Small-footed Myotis (Myotis ciliolabrum)

31. Silver-haired Bat (Lasionyoteris noctivagans)

32. Western Pipistrelle (Pipistrellus hesperus)

33. Big Brown Bat (Eptesicus fuscus)

34. Western Red Bat (Lasiurus blossevillii)

35. Hoary Bat (Lasiurus cinereus)

36. Southern Yellow Bat (Lasiurus xanthinus)

37. Mexican Free-tailed Bat (Tadarida brasiliensis)

38. Western Mastiff Bat (Eumops perotis)

39. Little Brown Myotis (Myotis lucifugus)

40. Townsend(s Big-eared Bat (Corynorhinus (=Plegotus) townsendii)

41. Pallid Bat (Antrozous pallidus)

42. Black-Tailed Jackrabbit (Lepus californicus)

43. Desert Cottontail Rabbit (Sylvilagus audubonii)

44. Brush Rabbit (Sylvilagus bachmani) - species of special concern
45. Yellow-cheeked Chipmunk (Tamias ochrogenys)

46. Sonoma Chipmunk (Tamias sonomae)
47. Merriam(s Chipmunk (Tamius merriami)

48. California Ground Squirrel (Spermophilus beecheyi)
49. Douglas( Squirrel (Tamiasciurus douglasii)

50. Northern Flying Squirrel (Glaucomys sabrinus)

51. Pine Squirrel (Tamiasciurus douglasii)

52. Gray Squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis)

53. Western Gray Squirrel (Sciurus griseus)

54. Red Fox Squirrel (Sciurus niger)

55. Raccoon (Proyon lotor)

56. Weasel (Mustela frenata)

57. Mink (Mustela vison)

58. Badger (Taxidea taxus)

59. Striped Skunk (Mephitis mephitis)

60. Western Spotted Skunk (Spilogale gracilis)

61. Gray Fox (Urocyon cinereoargenteus)

62. Coyote (Canis latrans)

63. Bobcat (Felis rufus)

64. Deer (Odocoileus hemionus)
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