So You Want to Be a Wildlife Rehabber?
· Are you available to care for the animals during the day and at night 24/7 5 months out of the year?

· Do you have any commitments that could change your ability to rehab in the next 6 months? (Kids activities, employment, moving, etc.?)

· Do you have a room that you can use just for wildlife? Away from family and pets?

· Are you a meticulous clean person?

· Are you familiar with sleep deprivation?

· Are you ok with the fact that you will need to find alternative ways to spend quality time with your family and friends during baby season?  Have you shared the full scope of this information with your family?  All of it?
· Rehabilitation is not a Family activity or a learning experience for the children. Exposure to too many humans is dangerous to the animals.

· Is your family supportive?  Your friends and in-laws’ probably will Not be are you Ok with that?

· Are you prepared to completely forget everything you thought you knew about rehabbing and learn to do it properly? 
· Do you realize that you are not only morally but legally required to raise and care for wildlife as wild animals? The goal is Long Term Survival of the animals.
· Rehabbing is very rewarding but very emotionally taxing.  You will be dealing with the extremes of pain and suffering.  Mistakes by the rehabber can only make things worse. Are you prepared for this type of responsibility?

· Are you comfortable recommending an animal you rehabbed be euthanized?

· Do you know your limitations and in the best interest of the animal immediately transfer it to a more experienced rehabber. 

· Are you prepared to follow the release requirements?

Release Criteria

· A Great Rehabber agonizes over each release.  You should be losing sleep like the rest of us. All of your answers should be yes before considering release.
· Is it cautious of all humans and pets? Death is imminent if it approaches either out of desperation or hunger.

· Is it in 100% physical condition? Or has it fully compensated for its imperfections?

· Has it been acclimated outdoors for at least two weeks?

· Has it been reared and socialized with other of its species?

· Is it familiar with the release site?  Soft Release -Can it return to its cage for protection and food if necessary?  

· Has it received proper diet (protein, carbs, fats, calcium: phosphorus) for the species?  Do you know what the proper diet is?
· Has it had access to its natural foods and learned how to forage during captivity?  Does the Opossum know to look under rotted logs for grubs?

· Is the release environment appropriate to the species? Is it over populated by a species?  Are there many raptors in the area?

· Does it know not to stay in the open?

· Will a back-up food source be available for a number of days?

· Are weather conditions favorable for at least 5 days?

· Are you releasing it because the animal is ready or because you want to go on vacation, guests are coming, or you are just burnt out?

· What makes it ready now that didn’t apply before?

· When possible release orphans with an adult of the same species and release in small groups.
